
Calibrate the Std. 1-5/8 inch OD Model   P a g e  | 1 
 

This should be done before the stand is used on a regular basis. The more 

accurately you do this step the easier and quicker it is to setup your dish 

antenna. 

Using your provider’s User’s Guide, go to the Dish Antenna Installation section. Follow the instructions 

on how to enter your location’s zip code to obtain the settings. For Star Choice & Dish Network HD 

Turbo use the following link to get your settings http://www.dishpointer.com.  

This is an optional source for obtaining the settings as most providers have the settings available in the 

setup menu. However, Dish Turbo HD does not display correctly for Dish Network. You need to use 

the above web site or print out a copy of the settings by zip code. The zip code list is found in the install 

manual for the HD Turbo or 1000.2 dish. Star Choice does not have an on screen display for the setting. 

However, their customer support will give you the settings if called. Record the Azimuth, Elevation and 

Skew or Tilt settings for later use in calibrating your stand. 

 

Azimuth _______       Elevation _______       Skew/Tilt _______ 

Using the azimuth and elevation readings, check to be sure that you have a clear line of sight.  

Most dish antennas are receiving signals from more than one satellite. This requires space on each side 

of the azimuth to be checked. Calculate the azimuth span needed to view the range of satellites. Start by 

subtracting the lowest degree from the highest degree satellites being used by the dish, divide the 

number by 2.  Using the azimuth from the setup menu as the half way point, calculate the beginning and 

ending azimuth reading for the span.  

Example: 

Dish network non HD uses satellites 110 and 119. The difference is 9.  

The azimuth reading for zip 98258 is 250. Check the span of 10 degrees on each side of Azimuth 250. 

This is a wider span than is necessary but a good starting point. If the outer 3 to 5 degrees have 

obstruction you may still be ok but are on the fringe area.   

If you do not have clear lines of sight then find a different location to do the calibration.  

 

1. Assemble the stand according to the assemble instructions.  

2. Remove the mast and dish from the stand.  

3. Set up the stand so that it is on a magnetic north alignment.   

4. Set the elevation and Skew/Tilt setting on the mast.  

 

http://www.dishpointer.com/
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Note: The skew/tilt settings are different depending on the numbers on the dish’s skew/tilt gauge. If 

the numbers on the dish’s skew/tilt gauge increase in a clock wise direction then on the stand’s mast use 

the numbers on the right side of the mast as you are looking at the numbers. If they are counter clock 

wise use the numbers on the left side. For most of the newer dishes, Dish Network’s Dish 500 & Dish 

1000.2 (Turbo HD), DirecTV’s SlimLine, & Shaw Direct’s (Star Choice) Dish E60 and E75, the skew/tilt on 

the right side of the mast should be used. 

 
Set the elevation on the mast to the elevation setting recorded above. 

 

 

Now set the elevation on the dish’s gauge to the neutral setting for the stand. For Dish Network it will be 

about 46-48 degrees, for DirecTV & Star Choice about 42-44. This is the elevation gauge on the dish itself 

and is the estimated starting point. Each dish can be different.  
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5. Set the skew on the dish antenna to 100 degrees. 

 
6. Insert the mast in the stand base or extension. 

7. Align the azimuth base to the azimuth setting from the setup menu.  Use the locking knob to 

secure the azimuth reading. 

8. Now adjust the mast to be plumb. Using the threaded legs, adjust the built-in levels so that the 

bubble is centered on both levels.  

9. Next insert the post with the antenna in the stand. Recheck the two levels and adjust if 

necessary. 

10. Connect the RG6 cable to the satellite input of your network provider’s receiver and the dish’s 

LNB.  

Note: With satellite connections you cannot have any switches or splitters between the 

antenna and the receiver. If you do not know what is between the outside connection and the 

receiver, run a direct cable from the antenna to the receiver.  Once you have gotten a strong 

signal you can then test the cable connection for any switches or splitters.  

 

Now you have the stand ready to be calibrated. Unless you have a meter that can isolate satellites, the 

next steps will require two people. You may want to use cell phones or 2-way radios because one person 

needs to be able to view the TV screen and relay information to the other person at the stand. 

Follow the instruction for the type of dish antenna you are using: 

Dish Network Antenna or Start Choice & DirecTV Antennas with the 1-5/8 OD Post. 


